
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover the tree-lined Canal du Midi  
and Provence on board 
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8 PASSENGER ULTRA DELUXE BARGE 

CRUISING ON THE CANAL DU MIDI, SOUTH OF FRANCE 
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New on the canals in 2009, ENCHANTÉ  is the most spacious 
barge on the Canal du Midi with a separate salon and dining 
room graced by large picture windows ideal for watching the 
scenery float by. The large deck with table and chairs sports a 
bubbling hot tub. Below are four equal cabins with 200 square 
feet of space and luxury. There is also a private area with 
computer available to the guests. 
 
The demonstration kitchen, where the chef gladly shares his 
skills and recipes, and amenities such as a cell phone in each 
cabin make this a state-of-the-art barge experience. 
 
The Canal du Midi winds and meanders through vineyards and 
pretty rural villages with views of the Pyrenees to the south. The 
owners, Roger and Louisa, live near the canal and generously 
share their knowledge of the local sights and culture. 
 
Barge Features 
• 100 feet long 
• 8 passengers, 4 crew 
• Heating and air conditioning 
• Four twin/queen cabins of 200 sq. feet (including bath) 
• Large picture windows in salon and dining room 
• Demonstration kitchen to watch the chef prepare meals 
• Large sundeck with dining table, sunchairs and hot tub 
• Private area with internet access 
• Cell phones available in each cabin 
 

 
 

  
 



   
 
 
 
 

  

2010 Prices 
 

Suite per person, double occupancy $ 5,890 
Single supplement   $ 2,200 

 
Charter 6 passengers   $41,000 
Charter 7 passengers   $43,000 
Charter 8 passengers   $45,000 

 
 
What's Included 
- 7 days and 6 nights on the barge in a suite with private bath 
- Transfers from Montpellier to the barge and return for Canal du Midi cruises 
- All meals beginning with dinner on Sunday through breakfast on Saturday 
- All wines with lunches and dinners 
- Open bar 
- All escorted side-excursions (hot air ballooning, golf, etc. at additional cost) 
- Use of bicycles 
 
What's Not Included 
- Overseas air transportation to Paris and return 
- Transportation from Paris to Montpellier and return for Canal du Midi cruises 
- Suggested 5-7% gratuity for the crew, to be paid in equivalent Euros to the captain 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Sample Itinerary – Canal du Midi 
 
Sunday - Beziers 
You will be met at Hotel Metropole, Montpellier, at 4pm and escorted by minibus to Enchante moored in the 
port of Beziers. Champagne welcome followed by a cruise to the top of the flight of 7 locks of Fonseranes. 
Dinner aboard.  
 
Monday - Beziers to Capestang 
This morning we cruise to Colombiers via the world's oldest canal tunnel at Malpas, an engineering feat made 
possible by the draining of the Etang de Montady nearby. Afternoon excursion to l'Oppidum D'Enserune, a pre-
Roman hilltop settlement with Greek and Iberian excavations dating from 600 BC. Upon return to the boat we 
will continue along the 330-year-old tree-lined Canal du Midi to Capestang. Late afternoon excursion to a wine 
tasting in Saint Chinian, the first village of the region to receive the much envied French mark of approval for 
wines known as A.O.C. (Appellation d'Origine Controlee). Dinner aboard. 
 
Tuesday - Capestang to La Croisade 
This morning we visit Pezenas, a delightful village, mostly known for its associations with the French 
playwright Moliere, who is said to have written many plays while staying there. Afternoon cruise gently circling 
Capestang as the canal winds its way following the contours of the land to La Croisade, a picturesque mooring 
under the plane trees which line the canal and a perfect opportunity for an alfresco dinner aboard. 
 
Wednesday - La Croisade to Le Somail 
Morning cruise to Argeliers followed by a late morning excursion to Minerve, the ancient capital of the 
Minervois, which boasts a 12th century Cathar fort surrounded by deep limestone gorges.  Besieged by Simon 
de Montfort in 1215, its hilltop location affords spectacular views. A chance to sample some local cuisine with 
lunch ashore in a spectacular setting overlooking the scene of the Cathar siege. Afternoon cruise through 
vineyards and pine trees to the charming and historical village of the Le Somail, purpose built for the Canal du 
Midi. Dinner aboard. 
 
Thursday - Le Somail to Paraza 
A morning visit to Narbonne, a Roman Mediterranean capital where the Visigoth monarchs once lived.  Enjoy 
the Archbishop's Palace and Horreum.  Explore the indoor market at the hub of this bustling town, where you 
will have time to shop or simply absorb the relaxed atmosphere.  Return to the barge for a cruise along the 
shaded canal to reach Paraza, where we will moor at Repudre, the oldest canal bridge of France. Dinner aboard. 
 
Friday - Paraza to Homps 
Morning visit to Carcassonne.  Dating back to the Gallo-Roman era, this is the most complete mediaeval 
fortified city in existence today. With its 52 watchtowers, portcullis and extraordinary repertoire of defenses, it 
resisted the many armies that tried to storm this Camelot setting.  In the afternoon we cruise along the historic 
Midi Canal through its trademark locks to the delightful village of Homps.  Farewell Dinner aboard. 
 
Saturday - Homps to Montpellier 
After breakfast, depart from Homps by minibus to Montpellier. Expected arrival time 11am. 
 
Note: This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Sample Itinerary – Provence 
Rhone River and Canal du Rhone a Sete 

Avignon to Agde 
 
Sunday 
Guests are met at 4pm at the Hotel Holiday Inn (Metropole) in Montpellier and escorted by minibus to Enchante 
for a Champagne welcome. Dine aboard in Avignon. 
 
Monday - Villeneuve-les-Avignon to Vallabregues 
This morning we visit Avignon and the famous Palais des Papes, an impressive monument to the era of the 
'Other Rome', when the Popes moved to France or we enjoy a superb wine tasting at Chateauneuf du Pape, 
former vineyard of the Pope. In the afternoon we cruise down the mighty Rhone River, past the foothills of the 
Alpilles to Vallabregues, with a cycling or walking opportunity along the quiet river bank. Optional early 
evening tour of Tarascon with its famous castle of King Rene. Dinner on board. 
 
Tuesday - Vallabregues to Aigues Mortes 
This morning we explore Arles. Choose between the Roman Arena and Theatre, St. Trophime's Basilica, and 
the Museum of Provencal Life. We also visit some of Vincent Van Gogh's haunts on foot through the heart of 
this old capital of the Camargue before rejoining the barge for our cruise along the Rhone. We join the Petit 
Rhone and then the Canal du Rhone a Sete that carries us to our mooring beside the medieval fortified walls of 
Aigues Mortes. Dinner ashore at a local Auberge. 
 
Wednesday - Aigues Mortes to Maguelone 
Stroll from Enchante to visit the Tour de Constance, built in 1248 as a lighthouse for the returning 13th century 
crusaders. In the afternoon, we cruise through the Camargue National Park with its wild white horses, abundant 
sea bird life, and flocks of elegant pink flamingos, to the vineyard encircled Maguelone Abbey, just a short 
stroll or cycle from the nearby Mediterranean. Dinner on board. 
 
Thursday - Maguelon to Marseillan 
An early morning cruise brings us to Frontignan lifting bridge. In the afternoon we sail out onto the Thau Lake, 
a large, inland salt-water lagoon with acres of mussel and oyster beds. Miniature sea horses can be seen passing 
on the tide. Marseillan, a beautiful Mediterranean fishing village and home to the famous Vermoutherie of 
Noilly Prat, is our visit for the day. There is also time to explore this vibrant small town. Dinner on board. 
 
Friday - Marseillan to Agde 
In the morning we cruise along the tree lined 17th century Canal du Midi to Agde, which was settled by the 
Phoenicians in 2500 BC. During our tour of Agde we encounter its cathedral built of lava blocks from the 
nearby Black Mountains and its labyrinth of narrow medieval streets. Our afternoon excursion is Pezenas, 
Versailles of the Languedoc region and former home to the French writer Moliere. Captain's Dinner on board. 
 
Saturday 
Return transfer by minibus to Agde TGV station by 10am or Montpellier TGV station, airport or hotel by 11am. 
 
Note: This is a sample itinerary and is subject to change. On alternate weeks the cruise runs in the reverse 
direction. 
 
 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Availability & Booking Procedures 
  
Once you have selected the barge you like, it’s easy to book your cruise: 
 

1. Call us tollfree at 1-888-264-3983 or email bargecruises@yahoo.com with your questions and to check 
availability on the barge and week you want. 

2. We'll place an option on the barge cruise you want which gives you 7 days to return your Booking 
Forms and deposit. 

3. You return your completed Booking Forms and deposit prior to the expiration date of the option. 
4. We confirm your reservation in writing. 

 
That’s it!  You've taken the first step toward your barge cruise.  
 
Why book your barge cruise through us? 
 

·  Your interests, comfort, enjoyment and budget are important to us. We want you to have the best barge 
vacation possible. 

·  We have specialized in barge cruises and France since 1988.  
·  We only book barge cruise vacations, and are committed to providing you with our best service.  
·  We know the barges, canals and sights. My husband, Jack, and I owned and operated two charter barges 

for 8 years and have cruised the canals and rivers many times. Another 7 years was spent organizing and 
leading tours throughout France.  

·  We love France and barging and want you to benefit from our knowledge and experience. 
·  The cost to you is the same if you book directly with the barge or through an agent. With an agent, you 

receive independent advice as to which barge works best for you. 
·  We can help with your pre and post cruise activities too. 

 
As a valued client, you will receive: 

·  Trip Preparation Kit with travel tips 
·  Recommended Paris hotels & restaurants 
·  Suggested Packing List 
·  Resources for airlines, car rentals, airport shuttles, hotels, etc. 
·  Assistance with travel insurance claims when you purchase your travel insurance through us. 
·  Want help reserving hotels, trains and car rentals? We can do that too. We are affiliated with Rail 

Europe, Auto Europe, Travel Guard insurance and many other resources for your trip planning. 
 
Thank you for your interest in barge cruising. We look forward to working with you to select and book the right 
barge cruise for you. 

Beth Hanson, Owner            
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